
 

 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND ACRONYMS 
 

 

 

 

0-3: Prime Age to Engage – a community collaboration initiated by the Sioux City Community School 

District, Siouxland Community Foundation and SHIP, with nearly 100 other community partners and 

providers, to increase literacy proficiency scores of children entering preschool and kindergarten. The 

initiative, through four workgroups, focuses on increasing the engagement of parents with their children 

during the first three years of life, when 90% of the brain is developed.  

 

21st Century Community Learning Centers – The federal funding source that provides grants to before-

school, after-school and summer programs. The grants are given to each state’s Department of Education 

(DOE) and each DOE then awards the funds through an RFP process to local communities. The priority for 

the funds are School Districts with a) a high percentage of students on free/reduced lunch and b) schools in 

need of academic assistance. SHIP administers multiple 21st Century grants in Iowa and Nebraska.   

 

Accreditation – Rigorous state or federal process in which programs can be nationally recognized as high 

quality and evidence- and research-based. For Early Childhood Iowa, there are accreditation processes for 

home visitation programs, child care centers and homes, and preschools.  

 

At-Risk Children – Children who because of certain environmental, economic or biological influences, are 

less likely to experience success in school and life in general. 

 

Beyond the Bell – A before- and after- school program provided by SHIP and located in all Sioux City 

Community School District’s elementary school buildings, as well as one private school, Sacred Heart. In 

the fall of 2014, a club-based afterschool-only program opened in all 3 of Sioux City’s public middle 

schools as well. The program provides before- and after- school child care services that includes academic, 

recreational and social enrichment. The program is funded by 21st Century grants from the U.S. Department 

of Education (passed through the Iowa Department of Education), United Way of Siouxland, the Sioux City 

Community School District, and private fees paid by parents. There is also a summer program for 

elementary-aged and middle-school aged students, running for 6-8 weeks in 3-4 public school locations that 

focuses on combating summer learning loss and providing field trips for students. In the fall of 2016, SHIP 

expanded the Beyond the Bell program to South Sioux City, Nebraska. The program is available in 5 of the 

public elementary schools and is for students K-5th grade.  

 

BOOST – Bridging and Overcoming Obstacles through Service and Training - is a program serving at-risk 

young adults aged 18-24 who have juvenile offenses or adult convictions. The project is funded by a 

Department of Labor Second Chance Act grant held by SHIP. BOOST helps young adults enter the work 

force, get their high school diploma or GED, and explore and enroll in postsecondary schools. The ultimate 

goal of the program is to prevent participants from re-offending and placing them in gainful employment. 

SHIP has held two previous grants for various incarnations of the program. The program is now on its third 

grant, which will last through September of 2021.  

 

Brain Research – Recent studies show that early experiences, particularly in the first three years of life, 

shape the way people learn, think, and behave for the rest of their lives.   Research also indicates the need 

for positive emotional, physical, and intellectual experiences for the growth of a healthy brain. 

 

CCR&R – Child Care Resource & Referral - is a statewide organization that provides support services to 

parents, providers, employers, and community groups including information on child care selection, 

quality, availability, and cost; training and technical assistance; referrals; toy lending library. 

 



Child Care – The care, supervision or guidance of a child by a person other than the parent or guardian. 

Care can be provided in a center setting, a facility caring for seven or more children, or in a family child 

care home. The person administrating the care is called a provider. 

 

CINCF – Community Initiative for Native Children and Families - A community-based coalition with the 

mission to ensure that Native American service providers and public and private agencies work together. 

The CINCF committee meets regularly to discuss Native issues and concerns and works with the 

Department of Human Services to develop strategies for resolving issues. CINCF is also active in pursuing 

compliance with the Indian Child Welfare Act.  

 

CJJP - Criminal Justice and Juvenile Planning – within the Department of Human Rights, CJJP carries out 

research, policy analysis, program development and data analysis activities to assist policy makers, justice 

system agencies and others to identify issues of concern and to improve the operation and effectiveness of 

Iowa’s justice system. CJJP also administers federal and state grant programs to fund local and state 

projects to prevent juvenile crime, provide services to juvenile offenders and otherwise improve Iowa’s 

juvenile justice system.  

 

Collaboration – The process by which organizations commit to work together toward a common goal by 

sharing resources, information, and ideas. 

 

Collective Impact – A long-term commitment from a diverse array of participants to a common agenda for 

solving complex social problems. The five conditions of collective impact are: common agenda; shared 

measurement; mutually reinforcing activities; continuous communication and backbone support.  

 

Comprehensive Strategy – An ongoing community-wide planning effort to review our community’s 

needs, issues, resources, and services; to address problems at a grass roots level; and to reduce overlapping 

and duplication in programming. These efforts are primarily focused on positive youth development.  

 

CPPC – Community Partnerships for Protecting Children – This statewide program promotes four 

strategies: Shared Decision Making, Neighborhood Networks, Individualized Course of Action and Policy 

and Practice Change. SHIP facilitates a community meeting every other month to bring community and 

services providers together to carry out the framework listed above. 

 

DCAT – Decategorization - DCAT is a Child Welfare/Juvenile Justice Planning process to “decategorize” 

state child welfare funds and juvenile justice dollars.  DCAT allows communities to blend funding by 

pooling the funds originally in state line items, and in turn, plan at the local level to tailor programs specific 

to needs in our community. DCAT gives dollars a longer lifespan with the ability to roll the funds into the 

next fiscal year, which also creates program sustainability. 

 

DEC –Drug Endangered Children  

 

ECI - Early Childhood Iowa – A 1998 state legislative initiative (originally called Empowerment) that 

created Early Childhood areas in Iowa, with the purpose of developing a collaborative service delivery 

system responsive to its community needs, issues and resources for children and families 0 - 5. Woodbury 

County was designated an Empowerment Area in 1999. The area merged with Ida County in 2011 and 

became a new Early Childhood Iowa area.  

 

EHS - Early Head Start  –  A home-based education program for pregnant women and children birth 

through three years of age, provided in Woodbury County by Community Action Agency of Siouxland. 

Families must be income-eligible to participate. EHS is one of SHIP’s MIECHV subcontractors.  

 

Employer of Record  – A service performed by SHIP with regards to administrative services in which 

SHIP will provide employee benefit programs and human resource management services to the Member 

Agency.  Services include preparing and maintaining appropriate payroll records, payroll taxes, employee 

benefit packages, and assuming responsibility for and compliance with any requirements pertaining to 

garnishment of employee wages. 



 

Family Team Meeting – A facilitated planning process for at-risk families, utilizing a trained facilitator to 

bring a group together around a family to identify strengths and weaknesses, plan for the future, and 

determine next steps  

 

Fiscal Agent  –  A service performed by SHIP in which concise financial statements are maintained 

through detailed general ledger entries, reconciliations, and supervision of fiscal services and provided to 

other outside organizations, agencies, or non-profits.  

 

Four Directions Community Center – A former community center for Native American community 

members living in or around Sioux City. The center helped Native Americans access advocacy services and 

parenting classes, and also served as a drop-off point for a shuttle that transported patients to the 

Winnebago Hospital. Four Direction’s mission is to help Native Americans get well and reunify families. 

The community center was shuttered in 2017 when the building it leased was sold. Four Directions is still 

known as a collective Native American effort in the community, primarily led by advocate Frank LaMere.  

 

GCC - Growing Community Connections - GCC is a tri-state community collaborative operating in Dakota 

County, Nebraska. The collaboration, a 501(c)(3) organization, uses the collective impact model to impact 

quality of life for families and social-emotional well-being for children. SHIP acts as the “backbone 

agency” for this organization – coordinating activities and projects, administering multiple grants from the 

Nebraska Children and Families Foundation to support the collaboration and its projects, and facilitating 

meetings. This organization was previously known as Dakota County Connections until it changed its name 

to be more reflective of its tri-state reach in 2018.  

 

HAWK-I– Healthy and Well Kids In Iowa – a program that offers free or reduced cost health insurance for 

families with incomes too high for Medicaid but too low to be able to afford private family coverage  

 

Hope Street of Siouxland – a sober living house established as a result of the efforts of the Siouxland 

Street Project, to serve as a safe, healthy environment for homeless and addicted to get well while waiting 

for in-patient treatment and/or getting connected to employment, services and permanent housing.   

 

HOPES – Healthy Opportunities for Parents to Experience Success - a child and family program that 

assists families with infants at risk and provides outreach services (support and education on health and 

parenting) from birth to three years of age. This program is provided in Ida and Woodbury Counties by 

Crittenton Center, Lutheran Services In Iowa, and Siouxland District Health Department. All 3 programs 

are nationally accredited by Healthy Families America and are subcontractors in the MIECHV grant.  

 

HRSA – Health Resource & Service Administration - federal agency that administers MIECHV at the 

federal level, contracting with IDPH as the pass-through entity at Iowa’s state level  

 

HSI – Healthy Siouxland Initiative - a collaborative community effort comprised of local health care 

providers and personnel from education, human services, religion, and law enforcement. Their 

responsibility is to focus on the community’s health, collecting and analyzing health data, and coordinating 

health services in the community. 

 

IAEYC – Iowa Association for the Education of Young Children - the state professional association of 

early childhood educators in Iowa. Its statewide 2000 conference was held in Sioux City at the Convention 

Center on October 20 & 21.  

 

ICWA – Indian Child Welfare Act - enacted in 1978, ICWA is a Federal law that governs jurisdiction over 

the removal of Native American children from their families. This law gives jurisdiction to tribal 

governments when the child in question resides on, or is domiciled on, the reservation or is a ward of the 

tribe.  

 

IDOM – Iowa Department of Management - housed at the Capitol and was created to provide a framework 

and environment for integrating budgeting and planning to improve decision-making, and to establish a 



strong relationship with the Office of the Governor. IDOM governs and administers Early Childhood Iowa 

funds throughout the state of Iowa. 

 

IDPH – Iowa Department of Public Health – state department that is part of the public health partnership,  

and also serves as the pass-through entity for the MIECHV funds that SHIP administers.  

 

In-Home Visitation – Service provided by agencies in which assessment, observation, education, and 

mentoring takes place in the home environment allowing for a more accurate assessment of family 

strengths and weaknesses, early intervention and planning. 

 

Indicator – Identifies what is being measured to track a program’s success on outcomes. 

 

Infant Care – A program to care for children from birth through twelve months. 

 

IAA – IowaAfterschool Alliance – statewide network for before-school, after-school and summer program 

providers, funders, advocates and funders.  

 

JCO – Juvenile Court officer 

 

Liasons – Juvenile Court officers placed in the school system to build positive communications and 

working relationships with at-risk youth  

 

Licensing – A certificate awarded by the Department of Human Services to childcare centers, preschools 

and programs who have met appropriate standards and procedures and fire safety requirements. 

 

MIECHV – Maternal Infant Early Childhood Home Visitation - a Federal home visitation/family support 

grant distributed by the Iowa Department of Public Health. SHIP holds the MIECHV contract for 

Woodbury County, which expands home visitation services from subcontractors Crittenton Center, 

Community Action Agency of Siouxland, Lutheran Services In Iowa and Siouxland District Health 

Department. The project expands home visitation services in Woodbury County to serve an additional 111 

families per year.  

 

MYFI – Minority Youth and Families Initiative – initiated by the Iowa State Legislature to conduct pilot 

projects in Des Moines, Sioux City and Waterloo to address the overrepresentation of and service delivery 

to African American and Native American families in the child welfare system. Key partners included 

DHS, University of Iowa’s National Resource Center for Family Centered Practice, and the African 

American and Native American communities.  

 

NAEYC – National Association for the Education of Young Children - the nation’s largest professional 

association of early childhood educators committed to fostering growth and development of children birth 

through age eight. It offers its members a monthly publication, position statements best practices, annual 

conferences, and an accreditation program.  

 

NICWA - National Indian Child Welfare Association – the organization itself, and also refers to the annual 

national conference that this organization hosts  

 

NCFF – Nebraska Children and Families Foundation – a Nebraska foundation that works closely with the 

Nebraska Department of Education, Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services, and private 

foundations to fund collaborative communities utilizing the collective impact model, such as Growing 

Community Connections.  

 

Objective – A concise statement of action to be implemented to accomplish a specified goal. It has both a 

time frame and is measurable. 

 

Outcome – The desired result or effect of a program or project. 

 



OVW – Office on Violence Against Women. This is an initiative within the Department of Justice. 

 

Pass-Through Entity – a non-Federal entity that provides a subaward to a subrecipient to carry out part of 

a Federal program. 

 

PSA – Public Service Announcement - a release/message produced by the media free of charge.  

 

PSSF - Promoting Safe and Stable Families – a funding provided by the Department of Human Services to 

provide families short term crisis intervention, specifically aimed at families with children placed outside of 

the home for an extended period of time. 

 

QRS – Iowa Quality Rating System – a rating system for child care centers, child care homes and 

preschools. Based on a 5-star guide, with 5 stars being the highest quality. Providers can earn bonus 

funding for each rating level reached and maintained.  

 

QSR - Quality Service Review - an evaluation protocol that is used to review the status of individual cases 

to determine quality of service delivery. 

 

Recipient – A non-Federal entity that receives a Federal award directly from a Federal awarding agency to 

carry out an activity under a Federal program.   

 

Registration – A process in which family or group child care homes complete a form from the state and 

are granted a certificate renewable annually. 

 

RFP - Request for Proposal - the process SHIP uses to solicit proposals for funding from agencies. 

 

SAMHSA – Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services administration –  a branch of the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services. It is charged with improving the quality and availability of 

treatment and rehabilitative services in order to reduce illness, death, disability, and the cost to society 

resulting from substance abuse and mental illnesses. The Administrator of SAMHSA reports directly to 

the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

 

Shared Vision Programs – Early childhood programs that receive funding from the State Department of 

Education for three and four year-old children who, without special assistance, are “at risk” for success in 

future school years. 

 

School Ready - School Ready funds are allocated by the State Empowerment Board for areas to implement 

plans for children 0 to 5 to be ready to learn upon entry into school. 

 

Sioux City CAN – Sioux City College Access Network – a local college access network (LCAN) made up 

of Sioux City Community School District, Western Iowa Tech Community College, Briar Cliff University, 

Morningside College, United Way of Siouxland and the Siouxland Chamber / Siouxland Initiative. SHIP 

serves as the backbone agency for this collective impact project. Funding comes from the Iowa College 

Student Aid Commission and the partners. The overarching goal and purpose of this LCAN is to improve 

the college attainment rate in Sioux City to 70% by 2025.  

 

SCCAN – Siouxland Council on Child Abuse and Neglect – a SHIP committee that focuses on child abuse 

and neglect prevention. This committee meets quarterly and writes for Iowa Child Abuse Prevention 

Programming dollars when funds are available.  

 

Sioux City Preschool Initiative – Sioux City’s Statewide Voluntary Preschool Program. SHIP was the 

applicant and fiscal agent for this program when it started in 2007, then transferred the funds to the Sioux 

City Community School District in 2010. The program provides quality preschool programs in a wide array 

of public, private, non-profit, for-profit, faith-based and school-based preschool programs. Sioux City 

Community School District oversees the program. 2013-14’s enrollment is over 700 children.  
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Siouxland Street Project – Siouxland collaboration between SHIP (lead agency), Sioux City Police 

Department, Downtown Partners and the Native American community to collectively and compassionately 

provide solutions to the issues of homelessness, addiction and mental health in Siouxland.  

 

Sky Ranch Behavioral Services – provides services to male and female juveniles and their families prior 

to placement in an effort to eliminate the need for out-of-home placement and also to reintegrate juveniles 

returning home from placement, keeping the family intact and youth from new or further involvement in 

the out of home placement system. This is a program of SHIP. SHIP contracts with Family Solutions 

Services of Siouxland to provide supervision to Sky Ranch mental health therapists and to bill for 

behavioral services to Medicaid. The Sky Ranch Foundation provides additional oversight, funding and 

guidance for the program.  

 

Statewide Voluntary Preschool Program – an Iowa statewide initiative serving 4-year-olds which 

provides free preschool for 10 hours a week via School Districts. The Sioux City Preschool Initiative is 

Sioux City’s SVPP provider.   

 

Subaward – An award provided by a pass-through entity to a subrecipient for the subrecipient to carry out 

part of a Federal award received by the pass-through entity.  It does not include payments to a contractor or 

payments to an individual that is a beneficiary of a federal program. 

 

Subrecipient – A non-federal entity that receives a subaward from a pass-through entity to carry out part of 

a Federal program; but does not include an individual that is a beneficiary of such program.  A subrecipient 

may also be a recipient of other Federal awards directly from a Federal awarding agency. 

 

TANF – Temporary Assistance to Needy Families – block grant funds for early childhood distributed to the 

Department of Human Services and Early Childhood Iowa.  

 

Uniform Guidance – The Office of Management and Budget’s (OMB) Uniform Administrative 

Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (commonly called “Uniform 

Guidance”) was officially implemented in December 2014.  The Uniform Guidance – a government-wide 

framework for grants management – is an authoritative set of rules and requirements for Federal awards.  

Uniform Guidance aims to direct the focus of audits on areas that have been identified as a risk for waste, 

fraud, and abuse, lays the groundwork for Federal agencies to standardize the processing of data, and 

clarifies and updates cost reporting guidelines for award recipients. 

 

WIC – Woman, Infant & Children - a supplemental food and nutrition program for pregnant and breast 

feeding mothers and infants and children. 


