
 
 

Siouxland Human Investment Partnership (SHIP) 
Siouxland Street Project 
Super Shelter Committee 

 
Meeting Notes from: 

July 12, 2018 
12:00 PM – LaunchPAD Children’s Museum  

 
Present: Rita DeJong (BOOST), Jerry Hernandez (Mercy Medical Center), Allison 
Larson (Community Alliances), Jean Logan (Community Action Agency), Matt Ohman 
(SHIP), Stephanie Pickinpaugh (Commuinty Alliances), Amy Tooley (Sioux City Housing 
Authority) 
 
Agenda:  

1. Introductions 
2. Street Project updates  
3. Warming Shelter / Day Shelter update 
4. Goals and mission of committee (future direction) 
5. Barriers facing homeless population 
6. Other Topics 
7. Future meetings 
 

1. Introductions 
 

2. Street Project Updates 
The Detox Committee continues to have forward momentum with plans for a new 
Detox Center. Multiple stories in the Journal created public interest in the issue 
and a donor stepped up with a sizable donation for a Sioux City detox center. 
The committee is meeting with the City Council and the Board of Supervisors to 
urge their involvement. Both hospitals are also part of the effort and the hope is 
to have a startup facility by the end of the year.  
 

3. Warming Shelter / Day Shelter Update 
The Board is close to picking a new location for the Day Shelter off of 7th Street. 
It will offer more room – better bathrooms, laundry and office space for outreach 
agencies. There will potentially also be space for work to be done for a local firm 
that is willing to pay people for their work.  
 
The Warming Shelter is having its bathrooms completely renovated. There will be 
a new security door in the back. Additionally, the shelter is hiring its own staff 



instead of contracting with First Class Security. This will provide more 
responsive, better trained staff that can more compassionately handle the issues 
that come up with this population. The Shelter will hire people as soon as 
possible and commence training, potentially opening the Day Shelter early.  
 
The Board is also entering into a contract to buy a location that would be 
available in 2020 – it would consolidate all three entities into one location (Day 
Shelter, Warming Shelter and Soup Kitchen).  
 

4. Goals and mission of committee (future direction) 
The committee acknowledged that its initial goal of having an emergency shelter 
open 24 hours a day, 365 days a year is a goal that the Warming Shelter is 
moving towards. It is duplicative having this committee and the Warming Shelter 
Board both meeting around the same goals. The committee decided to continue 
to meet on a quarterly basis, but to rename the Committee “Shelters Committee” 
and to focus the goals and discussion around identifying the barriers facing the 
homeless population and how to solve these issues. Committee members that 
wanted to continue working towards initial goals were encouraged to look into 
joining the Warming Shelter’s Board of Directors.  

 
5. Barriers facing homeless population  

One of the biggest current barriers identified is the lack of access to identification 
– birth certificates, drivers licenses, social security cards. The Gospel Mission will 
not let people in without some sort of ID. Many homeless do not have IDs or 
have had their IDs stolen. (Another issue is lack of secure, locked storage 
space). Community Action Agency helps people obtain some of these items. 
Birth certificates cost $27 or $45 if needed to be sent out quickly. Many times 
people have no IDs, and to get any one of them, you need one of the others! The 
committee determined that obtaining housing is especially difficult due to lack of 
identification.  

 
6. Other topics  

None 
 

7. Future meetings 
Meetings will now be held quarterly, with the next meeting being held on 
Thursday, October 11th at 12:00 PM. The meeting agenda will include developing 
action plans and planning for solutions to barriers.   

 
 
 

  

 
 

 
  


